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THE   REVOLUTIONARY   IN   DISGUISE

Is Prick, the Reich Minister of the Interior, a Nazi non-
entity? There are many people who think so, because, in
strong contrast to the habits of the party, he does not push
himself into the foreground, in order to be seen playing his
part. Many people in the party look down on him. "That
man's just a bureaucrat,33 they say, "not a revolutionary at
all.33 In reality Frick has carried through revolutionary
measures which will probably have tougher life in them than
many other of the Nazis' revolutionary actions.

The reason is that Frick has his own idea of what is called
revolution. I have not learned his interpretation of the
National Socialist revolution from his own lips, but one of
his close collaborators gave me some indications of it when
I called on him in Berlin. I had gone to him in order to
learn from the responsible quarter in the Reich about
administrative reforms and what they involved.

At first I had been no less disappointed in Frick than most
of the party members and others who had official or social
relations with him. Was not the man the very prototype of a
fossilized little provincial official? Dry and matter of fact,
without any spirit. He had, it was true, a good presence. He
was not lacking in vigour. His grey, close-cropped hair, his
austerity of appearance, and his inclination to curtness, were
noted as queer features by his party friends. Had he not
perhaps landed by accident among the Nazis, a sort of
revolutionary by inadvertence?

More energy had., of course, been expected of him in the
party. He had been expected to see that the machinery of
government came at once under Nazi control. Through a
revolutionary acta needless to say5 and a striking one, like the
Reichstag fire* It was expected that in every branch of the
administration, including the local administration, the party
nominees designated long in advance would be installed as
special commissars and sectional dictators- This was
intended to render impossible the thing most feared in a
struggle lor power-, the passive resistance ^ of t3ie officials,
obstinate obstruction from the administrative staff,

303